‘feat
when considering that Obama had

lection 2012 was the most
E ideologically significant presi-

dential contest since Ronald
Reagan defeated Walter Mondale
back in 1984, only this time it was
conservatism, not liberalism, that got
thumped.

That verdict—that Americans
chose Barack Obama (and thus po-
litical liberalism) over Mitt Romney
(and thus conservatism)—isn't neces-

_sarily supported by all the particulars;
“after all, Romne

omney was a weak cand
date who hardly emphasized conset-
vative themes and had spent much

€ di-

of his politi er running awa

from them. Nor was Obama’s victory
of stich detisive proportions—less
than 4 percent of the popular vote—

" in comparison to earlier ideological

triumphs like Reagan’s, or Franklin
Roosevelt’s over Herbert Hoover,
Still, conservatives had every rea-

son to be shatfered; they had expecte

:a repudiation of both Obama and his

beliefs, maybe even a landslide to that
effect, and it didn’t happen. The de-
even more difficult to explain

run perhaps the most nakedly left-
leaning campaign in recent meniory;
indeed, that perhaps no other ma-
jor political figure in American his-
tory has sketched out so e ive a
collectivist/statist vision.gAs such,
there should have been little doubt
among voters as to where he wished
to take t. iop if re-elected

The leftward ideological appeal
has been sharpened still further since
Obama’s victory, as reflected in both

| his second inaugural address and re-

cent State of the Union speech, sug-
gesting a newfound confidence in an

ideology that only a decade or 5o 256
dared not speak its namgﬁ
mb\rﬁnggegpmim\of'Gbama’s pre-
viously muted ideological tendencies
is occurring

without much backlash
from the ublim

i Republicans1s a testament to both

liberalisir's apparently enhanced ap-

-peal as well as the perceived deterio-

ration of conservatism.

Few analysts have capfured this
ideological shift better than Arthur
Broaﬁg}ﬁfgé‘la’é‘nt of the American
Enterprise Institute. Writing in Na-
tional Review only a month or so after

Bradley R.
Gitz

the election,(érooks noted that a new

conventional wisdom had apparently

settled in among the Body politic and
been belatedly reinforced at the bal-

‘lot box.”

This new conventional wisdom

consists, according to Brooks, of three

key elements. First, that the capitalist
system is unfair because the “wealthy
have so much more than others.” Sec-
ond, that Americans have enthusias-
tically accepted the welfare state to
the point of opposing any cuts in its
major programs and actually advocat-
ing its expansion. Third, and finally,
we now trust and exﬁ?& government,
not the private sector, to manage the
economy and create jobs.

1 flows from these three pil-
lars. The idea that the

system unfairly favors
the rich was devastating
to Romney’s prospects,
and justifies an empha-
sis upon reducing in-
equality th?c@ﬂﬁsg?h&
taxes on the wealthy,
even at the expense of
em ;
idea that the wellare state must be
preserved contains within it a re-
buke of conservative concerns over
deficits and accompanying demands
for entitlement reform and reduced
spending. The idea that government
should lead and manage the economy
complements Obama’s demands for
yet more stimulus and “quantitative
easing” consistent with the Keynes-
ian formula.

Not all Americans have, of course,
internalized such views (remember,
Romney did, ironically, get 47 percent
of the vote), but enough have such
that, reinforced by theympathetic
media echo chamber, they now clear-
ly drive our political debate)What
this also means is that the left’s ]
1garch through the institutions that
began in the 1960s has succeeded to

spectacular effect. \%(.

The great shift

. Because the left now decisively
controls the levers of American cul-
ture—tromni the . S media and aca-
deme through the publishing industry
and Hollywood—we have acquired
a political discourse that moves re-
lentlessly along left/liberal lines and
which has inevitably produced the
mass beliefs Brooks identifies. Con-
servative principles have become ir-
relevant, if not the subject of derision
and invidious caricature. Many of our
less ideologically aware citizens are
so surrounded on all sides by politi-
cally liberal ideas as to be unaware
that conservative alternatives and cri-
tiques of those ideas even exist.

So yes, demographics are shifting
against the GOP, and with demo-
graphics go votes. And the traditional
pillars of American life (and conser-
vatism)—marti amily and reli-
gious belief—are also in decline, But it
shift that matters most.

" If iberalism is Iow ascendant, it is
because liberals have won the culture

war, in large part because

conservatives who didn't
understand its long-term
significance neglected to
ﬁgg't,it’.g\%ﬁlﬂe conserva-
tives safely ensconced in
their think tanks com-
forted themselves with
éhe belief that America

was and always would
be a center-right natiory liberals were

|
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busy everywhere els¢ changing that“

nation by changing the beliefs and at-
titudes of its citizens.

No wonder, then, that conservatives
are in despair and 3 sansy, Underying
th is the fear
that|the principles)that have guided
the nation since its founding—indi-

vidualliberty and self-reliance under

limited government—are now being
rudely discazded

Ahostile ideological takeover is
under way and America truly is be-
ing fundamentally transformed, as
Obama and his minions promised.

Freelance columnist Bradley R. Gitz, who

lives and teaches in Batesville, received his

Ph.D. in political science from the University
of Illinois. i
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