
The greatsffi
lection 2012 was the mosr
ideologically significant pres!
dential contest since Ronald

Reagan defeated Walter Mondale
back in 1984, only this time it was
conservatism, not liberalism, that got
thumped.

That verdict-that Americans
chose Barack Obama (and thirs po-
litical liberalism) over Mitt Romnev
(and thus conservatism)-isntt neces-

than 4 percent ofthe popular vote-
in comparison to earlier ideological
triumphs like Reagan's, or Franldin
Roosevelt's over Herbert Hoover.

Still, conservatives had everv rea-. ;---;\=*--t1-\a-+-rsonlo De snanered; mevnad exDected:arbffifid-tril
be)iefs, maybe even a landslide to that
effect, and it didn't happen.T!&_dq-
re aruaq evs++geJ$4t to-effi
when considering thal-OEffi-itr)if-
run perhaps the most nakedlv left-
leanine campaim ifrrr-€nt mEftorfr,r#-+
rnqeeo, tnat pernaps no other ma-
jor political figure in American his-
tory has sketched out so exBansive a
collectivist/statist vision.(As such,
there should have been little doubt
among voters as to where hg{glgbed
to,ta&Jbe.-qaliandsrelected) -

The leftward ideol6li6il appeal
has been sharpened still fi:rther shce
Obama's victory as reflected in both
his second inaugural address and re-
cent State of the Union speech, sug-
gesting a newfou:rd confidence in an
lgeptsrss 

-.th 
atFF a-ed5.de gr so-a-&

q45e.9+pl*sl935 rts nagr. I nat such
unbridled expression oTdbama's pre.
viously muted ideological tendenties

the election6rooks noted that a new
c$+tjs@{gghad aPP.ardilf
seftled ia among th65ody politic and
been belatedly reiaforced at the bal-
Iot box)

Thid new conventional wisdom
consists, according to Brooks, ofthree
key elements. F,$L that the capitalist
system is unfair because the "wealthy
have so much more than others." Sec-
aD{ that Americans have enthu#T-
trfally accepted the welfare state to
the point of opposilg any cuts in its
major programs and actually advocat-
ing its expansion. Third, and fually,
w6now trust and ex@[ governmeni,
not the private secto! to manage the
economy and create jobs.

even at the expense of-\--,:*
econofiuc srowth. Ine
tffi
rdea that the weltare state

Because the left now decisivelv
contols the levers of IffiEifddfd-rurm-
ffi-e through the publishing industy
And Hollywood-we have acquired
a political discowse that moves re-
lentlessly along leftlliberal liaes and
which has inevitablv produced the
mass beliefs Bro oks iaeffi6tA;--
seiV6Eldfficiples have become ir- li
relevant, ifnot the subject ofderision | |
and invidious caricaftue. Many of our l[
Iess ideologically aware citizens are '-
so surrounded on all sides by politi-
cally liberal ideas as to be unaware , ,r I

that conservative alternative s 3nd cn- grlf
fiques ofthose ideas even exist. r r'

So yes, demographics are shifting
against the GOP, and with demo-
graphics so votes. And the traditional
Fitt-ars ptlneri c an XGGd'i6-nG:
vaEsm)-ilffirpe.fiiilv ard reli- rrtl.----.-i---'i=..,.:}.,#grous Deirel-are also ln declne. .But lt.------ii-ts-tu#, .
$, anq alr along nas Deen, tnqg]lqgal
shjft that matters most.

--:7Ftti--,+If Iberalisrfr-iS now-ascendant, it is
because liberals have won the culture
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of

ofTEeh-d€Zisive prop ortions-le s s

must be

wa4 in large part because
conservatives who didn't
u$lglsta+a itlloJe+ffi l/.*1
srgnurcance nesiectecl to
rlfrIt!"vnieEffifri-
nves salelv ensconced rn
their think tanks com-

titudes of its citizens.
rvatives

are rn
tllat

the nation sincEjfs foundine-indi-
'ftl* 

"

frr5:"

that guided

viduailiheny and selfuelienge uii6r
lir.nitg d-government-are now beingLr<v-=:...+d
ruaetv drscardeo

A-hostile ideological takeover is
r.utder way and America truly is be-
ilg fundamenta-lly transforgred, as
Obama and his minions promised.

.._
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is occurring withoJt much backlash
from rhe public or-pushb}-iFJFdfii,-#:KepuDllcans ts a testarnent to both
litjEi€XgrnM$parently enhanced ap-

.peal as well as the perceived deterio-
ration of conservatism. W1
. . Fg..an{{sl! have capfrired t[!g
ideolosical shift better than Arthur
nro6RlfFdfiAent of the American
Enterprise Institute. Writing in Na-
tionqlReview only a month or so after

preserved contains within it a re-
buke of conservative cilncerns over
deficits and accompanying demands
for entitlement reform and reduced
spending. The idea that governrnent
should lead aad manage the economy
complements Obama's demands for
yet more stimulus and "ouartitative

-

e.Aqilrd consistent with the l(eynes-
i' nrLla.

Not all Americans have, of course,
internalized such views (remember,
Romney did, ironically, get 4Tperceni
of the vote), but enough have such
that, reinforced bv th#vmoathetic;. , ,\' {+
meqa ecno cnambel mey now clear-
ly.dliJe our poljtrg,al, *@what
uus atso means ts that o- lgrrcJQ4g

-tge{gb through the institutions-that
began in the 1960s has succeeded to

STem unfairly favors
the rich was derrastafing
to Romney's prospects,
ald justifies an empha-
sis upon reducine in-,1..,--....''''.#.-
eAUalrW UUOusn hlsher,v y.
taxes on tne wealthv. l\r #:ri;$n::'ffi#:l

\vas ald 4lways would
be a center-rieht nation)liberals were
busy everywFere else%hanging thatl i
nation by changing the beliefs and at-ll

spectacular effect.


