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Suffering Sacrifices in Exchange for Bountiful 

Blessings: Isaiah 53 (Part 2) 
Pastor McCarty 

 

At the close of the first article in this series I mentioned the 

importance of our Lord’s words in Matthew 7:7-8 and 11:28-30. In 

these passages the Lord goes deeply into introducing these steps for 

our growth in cross faith. We are to do these six things: asking (Me), 

seeking (Scripture), knocking (my action), listening (come to Me), 

obeying (learn from Me), and enduring (rest in Me). When we do 

these six things continuously and faithfully, we mark ourselves as 

full, complete, unlimited Cross Disciples who have reached the 

fullness of seven—the Hebrew perfect number (Matt. 18:19-22). 

 

I ended the first part of our discussion of Isaiah 53 last month with 

the question, “Did God the Father plan for His Son to be crucified?” 

and the miraculous answer, “Amazingly—yes!” In this month’s 

discussion I want you to comprehend even more deeply the 

Godhead’s reality as revealed through Isaiah 53!   

 

The Scriptures are full of how our Savior suffered on earth in spite of 

being fully obedient to the Father. Read and meditate on every word 

of Isaiah 53! The obedience that brings true and ultimate Godhead 

blessing on earth brings both sufferings and resurrections into one’s 

life. “Yet it was the Father’s will to crush Him (Jesus) and cause Him 

to suffer” (Isa. 53:10, HDM); “After the suffering of His soul He will 

see the light of life and be satisfied” (Isa. 53:11, HDM). We must 

hold our Lord’s “satisfactions” foremost in our minds. Sanctification, 

holiness, overcoming, and grace-release discipleship is learning to 

live in joyous contentment with whatever satisfies Jesus, increasing 

your positives and negatives in life. Let me repeat the Savior’s words: 

“As the Father has sent Me so send I you!” (John 17:18, 20:21). 

Being blessed to be sent as the Savior was sent can’t help but mean 

both resurrections and sufferings. It means a personal cross and many 

suffering cups as well as cups of overcoming and triumph. The 

Lord’s cross and ascension were both the Father’s ultimate blessings in His life.  

 

The Suffering Cross Servant of Isaiah 53 

We must ponder deeply the progressive pattern of our Lord’s own cross life as we seek to implement and 

incarnate its realities into our own belief and daily action system. Our best cross carrying will be but a poor 

Words of Eternal 
Hidden Wisdom 

Our Purpose in His Vision 

All Cross Disciples must learn the secret of 

asking. If they obey, they have the promise 

of Jesus that He will hear and answer. 

 

And the Lord Jesus Himself says, “I will 

open My mouth in parables. I will utter 

things hidden since the creation of the 

world” (Matt. 13:34-35).  
 

       
 

Our Challenge in His Promise 

All Christ Disciples meet with other 

Christians to do two things: come into His 

presence and joyfully worship Jesus. 

 

“Collect for yourselves treasures in 

heaven,” and prove my eternal wealth is 

Messiah Jesus in my heart  

(Matt. 6:19-20). 
 

       
 

“All the treasures of wisdom and knowledge 

are hidden in Him” (Col. 2:2-3), the Apostle 

Paul. 

 

“But Mary treasured all these things and 

pondered them in her heart” 

 (Luke 2:19), response of the Virgin Mother. 

 

“You then, my son, be strong in the grace 

that is in Christ Jesus. And the things you 

have heard me say in the presence of many 

witnesses entrust to reliable people who will 

also be qualified to teach others. Join with 

me in suffering, like a good soldier of Christ 

Jesus” (2 Tim. 2:1-3), the Apostle Paul to 

Timothy. 

 

“Therefore I despise myself, and repent in 

dust and ashes” (Job 42:6), Job after being 

rebuked by the Lord. 
 

When we do the six—ask, seek, knock, listen, obey, 

and endure—we advance to the seventh where we 

are full, complete, and unlimited Cross Disciples! 



reflection of His own, but He can and will make it enough, in time, to please and fulfill Himself, bless and 

impact others, and satisfyingly change us! Let us pursue and embrace the following six wondrous Isaiah 53 

cross themes and pray for their impact on our mind, heart, and will! We must be gradually consumed by this 

servant path if we are to comprehend the magnificent life and call of Messiah Jesus.  

 

First Step: Cross Believing (53:1)—So few seem to believe and share our message about our experience of the 

majestic Lord’s purpose, pardon, presence, and power! We are about to explode with the might and magnetism 

of who He is, but no one seems to care!  

 

Second Step: Cross Grieving (53:2-6)—None of us can even begin to appreciate the humiliation, rejection, 

sorrow, suffering, agony, wounds, and crushing grief the Lord Jesus had to endure! And He did it all to give us 

the Father’s peace, healing, forgiveness, and destiny. The more we follow this course for ourselves, the more of 

all He is will fill us and the more grace we can give to others!  

 

Third Step: Cross Perceiving (53:7-9)—The Savior exalted the magnificence of His redeeming love and 

ultimate sacrifice for us by His humble and quiet response to the worst that the people He created and loved 

could do to Him! He determined to be God’s Lamb as well as theirs in spite of how they oppressed, afflicted, 

judged, murdered, and buried Him! Though innocent of all their charges, He “opened not” His mouth! He 

threatened no violence, even with His power, and spoke no deceit to save Himself! He accepted the price of 

duty and did His job without self-pity or complaint! So should we, for our true passion is to follow Him in His 

steps of mission!  

 

Fourth Step: Cross Receiving (53:10)—The most stunning mystery and impossible reality of all Creation, as 

we know it, is that the Father willed the cross for His Son! As we think of our own life issues let us ponder 

these words often, “Yet it was the Father’s will to crush Him and cause Him to suffer.” Evidently it was a 

necessity if the glory of His creation, redemption, and perfection was to be revealed and restored in the hearts of 

those He had lovingly created in His image! The Son’s willing crushing and horrific suffering was for 

completing the plans of the Father, proving the noble capacity of the Son, and prospering the Godhead’s acts of 

grace (love) and truth (reality) to a helpless, hurting, and hopeless human condition. We have the high honor 

and extreme joy to receive some of His cross for ourselves—"to hang” for Him, if you please—when we 

redeemingly receive Messiah Jesus as our Savior and sacrificially follow Him as our Lord! The great 

expectation for the serious disciple is an increased understanding of the glory of the cross...the Father’s, the 

Son’s, and our own. We must earnestly seek to discover and comprehend the cross experiences we receive from 

the Lord…for whoever and whatever the reason. To do so will empower our own strongest endurance, reveal 

His own deepest love, and initiate our worshipful abandonment to His will!  

 

Fifth Step: Cross Achieving (53:11-12a)—To accept your cross in praise, grateful you have been chosen, and 

to daily carry it only as the Savior Himself directs is the greatest achievement in life any human can aspire to 

and could hope for (Luke 9:23-27). Note that only “after” we cross carry will we see clearly the true spiritual 

light of His kind of life! Only then, in that moment of cross result revelation time will we be satisfied and 

thrilled beyond our ability to express. The Savior will miraculously use our cross knowledge of Himself to 

speak release to others from their bondages to sin and their burdens of guilt! As we pay the price to cross 

sacrifice in response to the needs and weaknesses of others, regardless of their response to us, the Lord, like a 

victorious general, pours portions of creation’s best riches upon us and divides His highest honors of power 

with us!  

 

Sixth Step: Cross Delivering—The last part of Isaiah 53:12b states why Messiah Jesus, the great Suffering 

Servant of God (see 52:13-15), and those of us who are His little suffering servants, will qualify to inherit the 

commendations, confidence, and celebrations of the Father. To place your life on the cross more fully brings 

our greatest deliverance from the deceptions of the first Adam and the delights of the second Adam. It is 

because we are becoming most fully like His Son who:  

• Was obedient to the truth even to risking death and the refusal to shrink back from it.  



• Was not ashamed to claim and embrace His identity with the most unlovable of sinners.  

• Assumed responsibility for the burdens of healing for the sins of many.  

• Faithfully prayed to the Father His specific grace for sinners. The Hebrew reads: “He poured out to 

death His soul”—He was broken for others and for us!  

• “With transgressors (sinners) He was counted”—He shared our grief and pain!1  

• “He Himself the sin of the many He bore”—He assumed the burden of those who needed 

Him...including us!  

• “And for the transgressors made intersession”—He earnestly prayed for all which also means us! 

 

Let us strive more fervently in view of what He has accomplished to identify and embrace the crosses He has 

called us to with rejoicing! In this life, we are becoming more and more like Him…and that means our personal 

cross! I pray increasingly that the Savior will teach me and empower me to carry His cross He has assigned to 

me! 

 

Notes: 
1 This quote and the following two are a paraphrase by HDM and are based on Peterson, NIV, and the Hebrew. 
 

                               
 

Come to Me and Find Rest 
Michael Floyd, Editor 

 

"Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn 

from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my 

burden is light." (Matthew 11:28-30) 

 

By August, the long bright days of summer have begun to feel less like leisure and more like pressure. The pace 

that seemed exhilarating in June has a way of compounding over weeks. Parents are bracing for school 

schedules. Workers are catching up from vacations. Everyone seems a little more tired than they expected. 

 

But the weariness Jesus addresses in Matthew 11 is older than the calendar. It runs deeper than schedule fatigue 

or end-of-summer depletion. He is speaking to people carrying something heavier than a full inbox — people 

straining under the weight of trying to be enough, earn enough standing, and manage enough of their own lives 

to feel secure. That weight doesn't lift when the summer ends. 

 

He is speaking, in other words, to most of us. 

 

Gentle and Humble in Heart 

Before Jesus tells us what He will do, He tells us what He is like. This is the detail that makes the invitation 

possible, and it's easy to pass over too quickly. 

 

"I am gentle and humble in heart." Of all the things Jesus could have said about Himself here—glorious, all-

knowing, or robed in power—He chooses these two words: gentle and humble. And He says it in the context of 

rest, as the reason His yoke is safe to take. 

 

This is a stunning claim. We are accustomed to power that demands and authority that burdens. The people 

Jesus was speaking to knew the weight of religious leadership that added requirements without helping carry 

them — teachers who loaded people with obligations and offered little in return. Jesus draws a contrast that 

goes to the bone: come to me, because I am different from every other master you have known. 

 

He is not indifferent to our fatigue. He is not waiting for us to arrive in better condition. He is, He says, gentle. 

And this is not merely a temperament or a style; it is a description of His heart — the settled orientation of the 



One who holds all authority. The God who made, sustains, and will judge everything describes Himself as 

humble and gentle toward the weary. 

 

That changes what "take my yoke" means. 

 

Not the World's Peace 

A yoke is still a yoke. Jesus isn't promising a life with nothing to carry — He's promising to share the weight of 

what we do carry. The rest He describes is something available even when the circumstances haven't changed. 

 

The night before His crucifixion, Jesus said to His disciples: "Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do 

not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid" (John 14:27). 

 

The world's peace is conditional. It depends on things going well, on problems staying solved, on enough space 

between us and the next difficulty. We know its limits because we've felt them: the moment the diagnosis 

comes back, or the call comes at night, or the relationship that seemed stable suddenly isn't— the world's peace 

evaporates because it was always dependent on conditions we can't control. 

 

What Jesus gives is different in kind, not just degree. He said this the night He was betrayed, hours before His 

arrest, knowing exactly what was coming. His peace is available in the presence of the worst the world can do, 

because it is grounded in something the world cannot touch — His finished work, His sovereignty, and His 

unshakable character. In short, it is based in who He is not in what is happening around us. 

 

Paul wrote from a prison cell that "the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts 

and your minds in Christ Jesus" (Philippians 4:7). The word he uses for "guard" is a military term — a sentinel 

posted at the door. This is not the peace of having figured everything out; it is the peace of being guarded by the 

One who has. 

 

The Foundation of Rest 

The deepest rest Jesus offers is rest from the impossible burden of having to make yourself right with God. 

 

The cross is where this weight was lifted. Whatever the crowd in Matthew 11 was carrying — the accumulated 

debt of failure, the anxiety of never quite measuring up, or the exhaustion of performing for an audience that 

included God Himself — Jesus carried it to Calvary. He made peace, Paul tells the Colossians, through the 

blood of His cross. That peace is not something we negotiate, maintain, or gradually earn our way into. It is 

given, accomplished, and offered freely to all who will come. 

 

This is the specific rest Jesus promises: "I will give you rest." Not "you will find rest if you try hard enough" or 

"rest is available to those who qualify." He gives it. It is a gift from a Savior who is gentle and humble in heart, 

and who came precisely because we couldn't carry what needed carrying. 

 

The invitation in Matthew 11 is a posture before it is a practice. "Come to me" is relational — an invitation to 

come to a Person, not a technique for managing anxiety. 

 

What does that look like? It can look like prayer that actually brings things to God rather than simply listing 

them, reading His Word with the expectation of hearing from Someone who is present (not studying a document 

for information), or releasing, again and again, what we were never built to carry. 

 

August will give way to September, with its own different pressures. But the invitation doesn't change with the 

season. The One who issued it is still gentle and humble in heart, and what He offers is still rest — real rest, 

settled and durable — for souls that are tired of carrying everything alone. Come. 
 

                               



Ventures News 
Farewell to the “Fighting Heart” of Jim Lindsey 

 

In July we received the sad news that co-founder, past board member, and longtime 

supporter of Ventures for Christ, James Edgar Lindsey, had passed away after a 

long illness on July 19, 2026, at the age of 81. Noted as a legendary Razorback 

running back who played a key role in the team’s undefeated 1964 National 

Championship season, he went on to play seven seasons for the Minnesota Vikings. 

Lindsey used his signing bonus from the Vikings to begin a second career in 

Fayetteville as a highly successful real-estate agent, first during the “off seasons” of 

his football career and then full-time after his retirement from the Vikings.   

 

Well known for his community involvement, he served in many organizations 

including the U of A Board of Trustees, the Arkansas Board of Corrections, and 

boards of Peoples Bank & Trust and First Security Bank. He supported many 

charitable causes. And, most importantly, he was a devoted follower of Christ, 

active in ministry and in a Cross Disciple walk with his Savior. 

 

Ventures for Christ owes its existence to Lindsey’s visionary involvement in making Bill Burnette, also a 

notable Razorback, the Arkansas State Director for the Fellowship of Christian Athletes. To fund this ambitious 

project Pastor McCarty and Jim Lindsey co-founded Ventures in 1972. In Pastor McCarty’s own words, “Jim 

Lindsey and I had lunch one day at the beginning and we came up with the name, Ventures for Christ.”  

The following poem was written by Jim Lindsey after the Razorback’s 27-24 comeback victory over the Texas 

Longhorns in 1965. 

The Strength of a Fighting Heart 
If today I should lose my legs, arms or sight, 

I think I could go and fight a good fight. 

For I have learned when it’s third and twenty and 

a minute to play, 

You have to be pretty big inside to rise up and say. 

I won’t be beat, I will not quit. 

Now is the time to prove I’m fit 

I must go on and on until the victory’s mine 

My pride to win it all is fine. 

For I cannot face myself if I do not face each test. 

And even though I may have lost, I must know I did my best. 

For I know I will lose some games with pain, heartache and strife, 

But I’ll still win the biggest game of all, the game of life. 

For the strength of my legs, arms, and sight are so far apart 

From the greatest power of all—the strength of a fighting heart. 

 

“The Strength of a Fighting Heart” was edited, with his permission, by Jim Lindsey’s “closest” friend and 

former pastor, H.D. McCarty. Photo credit: Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History. 
 

Thanks for subscribing to The Hidden Treasures of Messiah Jesus! If you are encouraged by the teachings and insights of Pastor 

McCarty and Ventures for Christ, please share it with your friends! If you would like to update your contact information or change 

your subscription options, just go to venturesforchrist.com/contact-us. Email costs us nothing, but physical mail costs us postage. 

 

Please consider supporting Ventures in the work of sharing the gospel and building Cross Disciples. You may make 

donations by visiting our website, venturesforchrist.com/donate, or scanning the QR Code at the right. You may also 

send a check to Ventures for Christ at the address below. 
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