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Suffering Sacrifices in Exchanges for Bountiful 

Blessings: Isaiah 53 
Pastor McCarty 

 

The joyous celebration of the resurrection of our magnificent Lord is 

the exclamation point, the commemoration of His triumph, the 

memorial of His victory as He arose from the grave as the “Firstfruits 

of those who have fallen asleep” (I Cor. 15:20)! Some seven centuries 

before His birth, ministry, trial, crucifixion, burial, and resurrection 

the inimitable Isaiah wrote of His cross death and glorious 

resurrection, this pivotal moment in history in Isaiah chapter 53. Jesus 

is “the First” of a new humanity. Messiah is building His new 

creation people by waking up the blind and dead and giving them 

eternal life with their Father Creator! 

 

The following version of Isaiah 53 is my attempt to make the poetic 

beauty of this wonderful chapter in the now ancient English of the 

King James Bible first, more understandable and, second, more 

insightful into its application to the life of our blessed Savior and our 

own as Cross Disciples. I call it an annotation, an act of explaining 

what the words really mean in the English of today! 

 
And as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, silent, wordless, 

So My Son did not open His mouth.  

And contrary to the wisdom and right judgment of heaven,  

The great and deep mystery of fallen mankind, 

Was He delivered up to die for them,  

But the men of His generation were senseless  

Who can bear to reflect upon their dullness.  

For they decreed to cut Him off from the land of the living.  

“Crucify Him! But give us that jailbird Barabbas.” 

Because of the transgression of His own people in choosing a thief.  

Was He violently put to death even though He loved them?  

And His grave was appointed with the wicked dead  

(Yet a rich man stepped forward and gave Him his new tomb)  

Although He was innocent of all they accused Him of;  

Neither was there any deceit in His mouth…He spoke only truth.  

Yet it pleased the Father to crush Him with violent crucifixion.  

Because the Father willingly gave His Son in suffering on the cross, 

An atoning sacrifice for their sin, to cleanse them of their guilt; 

And He shall see His believers resurrected and live eternally,  

And by agony, His Son’s days shall also be prolonged, 

Jesus shall fulfill the gracious purpose of the Father  

The Godhead’s secret and mystifying decisions will always prosper in His hand.  

Jesus shall be satisfied wholly and forever by revealing the light of life 

In contemplation and completion of thought My Righteous Servant is rewarded 

Will justify all who believe He is the Savior…they will be strong and share their 

riches 

Words of Eternal 
Hidden Wisdom 

Our Purpose in His Vision 

All Cross Disciples must learn the secret of 

asking. If they obey, they have the promise 

of Jesus that He will hear and answer. 

 

And the Lord Jesus Himself says, “I will 

open My mouth in parables. I will utter 

things hidden since the creation of the 

world” (Matt. 13:34-35).  
 

       
 

Our Challenge in His Promise 

All Christ Disciples meet with other 

Christians to do two things: come into His 

presence and joyfully worship Jesus. 

 

“Collect for yourselves treasures in 

heaven,” and prove my eternal wealth is 

Messiah Jesus in my heart  

(Matt. 6:19-20). 
 

       
 

“All the treasures of wisdom and knowledge 

are hidden in Him” (Col. 2:2-3), the Apostle 

Paul. 

 

“But Mary treasured all these things and 

pondered them in her heart” 

 (Luke 2:19), response of the Virgin Mother. 

 

“You then, my son, be strong in the grace 

that is in Christ Jesus. And the things you 

have heard me say in the presence of many 

witnesses entrust to reliable people who will 

also be qualified to teach others. Join with 

me in suffering, like a good soldier of Christ 

Jesus” (2 Tim. 2:1-3), the Apostle Paul to 

Timothy. 

 

“Therefore I despise myself, and repent in 

dust and ashes” (Job 42:6), Job after being 

rebuked by the Lord. 
 



The death travail of His soul will bear and forgive the inequity of many transgressors, 

By the knowledge of Him through His cross action He shall have great renown 

Therefore I will apportion to Him the many He has blessed,  

And with the mighty people shall He share from their spoil,  

My servants who helped others become strong in Him 

For those who gave freely of themselves…like He did  

Those who poured forth their soul unto death…like He did!  

Among the transgressors He paid the price that takes away sin 

All who recognize His glory and faith Him…transgressors—forgiven;  

He still makes intercession for the transgressors who blindly reject Him.1 

 

The Meaning of Blessing 

It is critical to remember that obedience to the Father always brings blessing as is clear in Isaiah 53, but we 

must first define blessing God’s way. To be blessed by the Lord means to be the recipient and possessor of His 

will, power, glory, dialog, obedience, fellowship! Full blessing means consistent embracing and growing in His 

full six obediences for your earth life. This will includes both joy and sorrow, good and bad, triumph and defeat, 

resurrection and suffering! The Son experienced this two-fold earth-life fully, and He shares it with us, “As the 

Father has sent Me so I send you” (John 17:18, 20:21). All Cross Disciples are called to embrace, pursue, and 

live out the “Savior’s Messiah Mission” with a “little messiah mission of our own”! “This is why the Father 

loves Me, I lay down My life for the sheep” (John 10:11-18). To be blessed by the Father in maximum 

dimensions means to do His will, bring Him pleasure, fulfill His eternal purposes for your life, and incarnate 

His Son’s heart in you … regardless of the cost to achieve it. Do what He tells you in “faith dialogue” of the six 

experiences (Matt. 7:7-8; 11:28-30). While on earth this means that the true Cross Disciple experiences both the 

crosses and crowns that must come if you follow Christ. Was the Lord Jesus perfectly obedient to the Father? 

Yes! Was He fully blessed for it? Yes! Did His obedience include His suffering and death on the cross? 

Yes! Did God the Father plan for His Son to be Crucified? Amazingly—yes! I’ll touch on this experience in the 

future. 

 

I will pick up our discussion on Isaiah 53’s great message next month! In the meantime, I give you II 

Corinthians 4! My go-to passage in life when I have reached deep disappointment and discouragement! Every 

phrase gives me new strength! 

 

On a final note, the Matthew passages I mentioned above are our Lord’s words. I ask you to take time to look at 

them now, and I’ll comment more in my next article. They are magnificent thoughts and every Christian ought 

to know them! 

 

Notes: 
1 My translation of Isaiah 53! Take 120! I’m sure I will change it in the future. 
 

                               
 

Isaiah: Herald of the Coming Kingdom of Messiah Jesus 
Ruth Ann Stites, Staff Writer 

 

After a brief introduction of himself in verse 1, the Prophet Isaiah addresses a rebellious and corrupt nation in 

the first chapter of the Book of Isaiah. The charge against the people begins in verse 2, “Hear me, you heavens! 

Listen, earth! For the Lord has spoken: ‘I reared children and brought them up, but they have rebelled against 

me.’” But woven throughout this catalogue of their failures and coming punishment are words of reconciliation, 

comfort, and opportunity. “Hear the word of the Lord…. listen to the instruction of our God…” (v. 10), “Learn 

to do right; seek justice. Defend the oppressed” (v. 17), “Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white 

as snow” (v. 18), “I will restore” (v. 26).  

 

Isaiah is a complex literary work. Its style is richly poetic with many resounding and memorable phrases. Its 

message contains the deepest condemnation for Judah’s rebelliousness offset with the hope of ultimate 



reconciliation and the perfection of a future where the world will be in awe and wonder at the fulfillment of 

God’s promises to His people. The blessings will pour forth to all through the rule of the promised king from 

David’s line. 

 

The great themes of the book of Isaiah are easy to identify. Broadly speaking, Isaiah warns the leaders of his 

nation against rebellion toward God as spelled out in their covenant with Him. Persisting in idolatry and 

oppression of the poor would lead to punishment at the hands of their enemy, the Assyrians (and later their 

successors to empire, the Babylonians). But warning was not the only theme in Isaiah. There is also hope. One 

day God will fulfill every one of His promises to His people. There will be a new creation under God’s 

authority and leadership. For Christians, one of the most powerful aspects of this complex book is the 

introduction of “a new figure called God’s ‘servant,’ who will fulfill God’s mission and do what Israel has 

failed to do.”1 Since the time of the early Church Fathers, the emphasis on the coming Messiah has led many to 

call Isaiah “the 5th Gospel.” “Thinkers as varied as Augustine, Luther, Handel and Ratzinger return again and 

again to Isaiah for the light he sheds on the Christian experience.”2 As Pastor McCarty illustrates in his 

rendering of Isaiah 53 in this issue of The Hidden Treasures of Messiah Jesus, the Suffering Servant of Isaiah 

parallels the crucifixion trauma of the Lord Jesus, His resurrection victory over death and the grave, and the 

culminating victory in bringing about the Peaceable Kingdom of Isaiah 11 where: 

 
A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; 

    from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. 

The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him— 

    the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, 

    the Spirit of counsel and of might, 

    the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the Lord— 

and he will delight in the fear of the Lord. 

 

He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, 

    or decide by what he hears with his ears; 

but with righteousness he will judge the needy, 

    with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth. 

He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; 

    with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked. 

Righteousness will be his belt 

    and faithfulness the sash around his waist. 

 

The wolf will live with the lamb, 

    the leopard will lie down with the goat, 

the calf and the lion and the yearling] together; 

    and a little child will lead them. 

The cow will feed with the bear, 

    their young will lie down together, 

    and the lion will eat straw like the ox. 

The infant will play near the cobra’s den, 

    and the young child will put its hand into the viper’s nest. 

They will neither harm nor destroy 

    on all my holy mountain, 

for the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the Lord 

    as the waters cover the sea. 

 

In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations will rally to him, and his resting place will be 

glorious. (Isa. 11:1-10) 

 

When we view the ultimate theme of the Book of Isaiah as hope we see that evidence everywhere. Hope for the 

poor and oppressed. Hope for those who are the remnant faithful among the apostate. Hope for the 

reconciliation of God’s people in their return to Him and His purposes. Hope for the fulfillment of every 

promise given by a faithful, sovereign God. Hope for the victorious coming of Messiah. For God says, 

“Comfort ye, comfort ye my people. Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that her warfare is 



accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned: for she hath received of the Lord's hand double for all her sins” 

(Isa. 40:1-2, KJV). 

 
[Ruth Ann Stites is a Staff Writer and Researcher at Ventures for Christ Inc., with Dr. H.D. McCarty. You can find more of her content 

at https://venturesforchrist.com/year-of-reflection/.] 
 

Notes: 
1 https://bibleproject.com/guides/book-of-isaiah/. 
2 https://catholicstarherald.org/the-old-testament-book-known-as-the-fifth-gospel/.  
 

                               
 

Thoughts on the 4th of July 
Pastor McCarty 

 

The thought for me this July 4th is the word "duty". It means a thing that is right to do, that one is compelled to 

do, because there is a binding force of what is right. It is what a person has to do to complete his assignment of 

being a noble and responsible human being. Check your dictionary. 

 

I have kept a list of over 20 combat veterans that I have quizzed personally about their military experiences. As 

I looked through the list, I asked myself what one word would describe them all, and that word was DUTY! My 

friends who shared their stories fought in World War 1, World War 2, Korea, Vietnam, and the Middle East. I 

wish I could expand on each of their fascinating stories, but space prohibits. One veteran's comments, however, 

would be a summation of them all. 

 

I will never forget my conversation with Paul Tibbets, the commander of the mission and pilot of the plane, The 

Enola Gay, that dropped the first atomic bomb in world history on the Japanese city of Hiroshima. Naturally I 

quizzed him about his emotions, spiritual perceptions, and unbelievable pressures with such an assignment. His 

comment was somewhat shocking, but makes my point. He said none of those things had too much effect on 

him, because he was just focused on one passion..."I could only think of my duty!" 

 

Brig. General Tibbets had a predecessor who joined him as a warrior 2000 years earlier. The Father's Son, 

Messiah Jesus, also had a passion for His duty of the cross! His mission was to drop the super-explosive energy 

of love on desperately hopeless people! Those true patriots of our country and true cross-carriers of the Savior's 

bidding live for their duty above all else! 

 

To every American who claims to know and love Jesus Christ, there is but one thing to say in these critical days 

of crisis for our country and the world: Listen to your Commander, and do your duty!  
 
 

                               
 

Whom the Son Sets Free 
Michael Floyd, Editor 

 

"To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, 'If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. Then 

you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.'" (John 8:31-32) 

 

Every July, Americans mark the anniversary of a declaration — a statement of principle made while the 

Revolution was just getting started, asserting that certain freedoms belong to human beings by right, not by 

permission, and that the purpose of government is to secure them rather than grant them. 

 

It is a compelling idea, and it has changed history. But even at its best, political freedom addresses what 

happens outside a person — the constraints imposed by governments and laws and social arrangements. What it 

https://venturesforchrist.com/year-of-reflection/
https://bibleproject.com/guides/book-of-isaiah/
https://catholicstarherald.org/the-old-testament-book-known-as-the-fifth-gospel/


cannot touch is what happens inside. And if we're honest with ourselves, the heaviest chains most of us carry 

are interior ones. 

 

Jesus had something to say about that. 

 

The Bondage We Don't Recognize 

When Jesus told the crowd in John 8 that the truth would set them free, they pushed back immediately. "We are 

Abraham's descendants and have never been slaves of anyone." Their objection was about political history and 

national identity. Jesus shifted the conversation entirely: "Very truly I tell you, everyone who sins is a slave to 

sin" (John 8:34). 

 

It's a hard diagnosis — harder than most of us want to accept. We prefer to think of sin as a bad habit, 

something we could address if we really wanted to, an inconvenience rather than a captivity. Jesus calls it 

slavery: someone whose self-determination is owned by another. 

 

Most of us resist this framing. We prefer to think of our compulsions, our ingrained habits of self-destruction, as 

personality quirks — things we could address if we really wanted to, inconveniences rather than captivities. But 

the Scripture is clear about what we're actually dealing with. Paul doesn't call it a tendency; he calls it a master: 

"sin shall no longer be your master" (Romans 6:14) — which implies that until Christ intervenes, it is. 

 

This is the slavery the Founders couldn't address and the Bill of Rights couldn't reach. It precedes every political 

arrangement. It is older than any government and will outlast every revolution. And it is precisely what Jesus 

came to break. 

 

The Liberator 

Jesus announced His mission at the beginning of His public ministry, reading from the scroll of Isaiah in the 

synagogue at Nazareth: "The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to 

the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the 

oppressed free" (Luke 4:18). 

 

He was not speaking metaphorically about Roman occupation. He was describing something the prophets had 

anticipated for centuries — a liberation at the root level, a release from the captivity that sin and its 

consequences had imposed on the human race. 

 

In John 8, He draws the contrast plainly. A slave has no permanent standing in the household. His position is 

contingent, useful until he isn't. A son is different — his place belongs to him by birthright and cannot be taken 

away. "So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed" (John 8:36). 

 

The word "indeed" carries weight. This is not provisional freedom, not freedom that must be re-earned or that 

expires under pressure. It is freedom grounded in a change of status — not slave but son, with all that entails. 

 

The conscience has its own long memory, but Paul's sentence doesn't leave room for it: "There is now no 

condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus" (Romans 8:1). That record has been settled. The penalty was 

paid by the One who had the authority to pay it, and the freedom that results is real. 

 

What Freedom Is For 

There is a temptation, once you understand you've been set free, to treat that freedom as permission — to use 

liberation as license. Paul anticipated this and addressed it directly: "You, my brothers and sisters, were called 

to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the flesh; rather, serve one another humbly in love" 

(Galatians 5:13). 

 



Freedom in Christ is not the freedom to live for yourself. It's the freedom to stop being driven by yourself — to 

stop managing your appetites and anxieties and finally move in a different direction. The same Paul who 

celebrated liberation from the law's condemnation was equally clear that freedom has a direction: it moves 

toward love, toward service, toward other people. 

 

This is what makes Christian freedom different from every other kind. It doesn't simply remove a constraint; it 

reorients the whole person. We are freed not to indulge ourselves but to love well — to finally, genuinely, do 

for others what self-preoccupation had always prevented. 

 

Stand Firm 

Paul's instruction to the Galatians contains a warning worth sitting with: "It is for freedom that Christ has set us 

free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery" (Galatians 5:1). 

 

The warning implies a real danger. People who have been set free can drift back into captivity — not by losing 

their salvation, but by choosing to live as though they hadn't been. They let guilt over sin that has been forgiven 

go on defining them and treat grace as background noise rather than as the ground they're standing on. 

 

Freedom requires tending. That means staying close to the One who gave it — holding to His teaching, as John 

8:31 says, which is where the truth that liberates actually lives. 

 

We are not slaves anymore. That is not sentiment. It is what the Son declared over every person who belongs to 

Him — and what He paid, at considerable cost, to make true. 

 

Stand firm in it. 

 
[Michael Floyd is Editor of The Hidden Treasures of Messiah Jesus, the monthly newsletter of Ventures for Christ, Inc. You can find 

more of Michael’s content at http://thegospeltoday.online.] 
 

                               
 

Ventures News 
Digital Content 

Ventures continues to expand our digital content on the website, from newspaper articles written by Pastor 

McCarty, to our “Year of Reflections” blog (https://venturesforchrist.com/year-of-reflections/) to special blog 

series such as the recent series around Lent. If you haven’t signed up to receive all the updates in your email 

inbox, now’s a great time to do so! Just point your browser to http://venturesforchrist.com/subscribe/. If you’d 

like to change your subscription preferences, please call the office (contact information below) or email us at 

newsletter@venturesforchrist.com. 

 

 
 

Thanks for subscribing to The Hidden Treasures of Messiah Jesus! If you are encouraged by the teachings and insights of Pastor 

McCarty and Ventures for Christ, please share it with your friends! If you would like to update your contact information or change 

your subscription options, just go to venturesforchrist.com/contact-us. Email costs us nothing, but physical mail costs us postage. 

 

Please consider supporting Ventures in the work of sharing the gospel and building Cross Disciples. You may make 

donations by visiting our website, venturesforchrist.com/donate, or scanning the QR Code at the right. You may also 

send a check to Ventures for Christ at the address below. 
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